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Empowering students to excel by providing representation, guidance and opportunities


Hartpury Students’ Union Student Council
Terms of Reference
Meeting regulations shall apply in full to all Student Council meetings. They shall apply to all committee meetings of the Union in terms of conduct of meetings.

5.1    Student Council Business

a) The business of Student Council shall be divided into two parts: 

i. University and College business: to discuss any matters relating to members as students of the University and College associated with their education and other college issues. 

ii. Union business: to discuss all other issues of interest to members of the union. 

5.2   Membership of the Student Council

· Hartpury SU Executive Committee
· 5 elected FE Reps (preferably Sport, Equine, Animal, Agriculture and A Level)
· 5 elected HE Reps (preferably Sport, Equine, Animal, Agriculture and Vet Nursing)
· 1 elected PG Rep
· All Liberation Representatives
· Chairs of Clubs and Societies (or 1 nominated committee member)

5.3    Student Council Attendance

a) Any member of Student Council who fails to attend two consecutive meetings without giving apologies to the SU Coordinator, or does not provide satisfactory reasons, shall be considered to have resigned. 

b) Any full member of the Union may attend Student Council meetings. 

c) Any individual/s who are not members of the union who wish to attend must receive permission from the members by submitting a request to the chair. The chair shall then take a vote on whether the individual/s may attend. 

d) Minimum number of members that must be present to constitute a valid meeting (Quorum): One-third of the Student Council members eligible to attend, with at least one FE and one HE student present.

e) If a meeting does not meet quoracy, then business will be adjourned to the next meeting where possible. 

5.4    Who may speak at Student Council

a) Any full member of Student Council may speak at Student Council.

b) Any full member of the Union may speak at Student Council meetings with the permission of the chair. 

c) Members of the Hartpury Senior Management Team may attend and speak at the University and College business part of the meeting but will not be entitled to speak or attend the union business part of the meeting unless requested by Student Council members. 

d) Any other individual may attend and speak as a guest, if invited to do so by either Student Council or the Executive Committee. 

e) Any member wishing to speak must raise their hand. The chair of the meeting shall decide the order of speaking. 

5.5    Who may vote at Student Council

a) Only members of Student Council who are present at the meeting may vote.

b) The chair of Student Council may not vote unless the vote is tied, in which case they may have the casting vote. 

c) If business requires approval before the next meeting, then all members of Student Council will be asked to vote via email. 

5.6    Organisation of Student Council 

a) The SU Coordinator shall be responsible for the publication of details of all Student Council meetings ten college days before the meeting through all available Union publications. 

b) Proposals for amendments to the constitution and schedules must be submitted seven college days before the start of the meeting. 

c) All items for debate shall be submitted to the SU Coordinator five working days before the meeting. 

d) All debates shall require the signatures of at least two full union members. These shall be known as the proposer and the seconder(s). 

e) Proposals of changes to debates may be submitted by any full member of the union. The changes require the signatures of at least two members and shall be submitted to the SU Coordinator two College days before the start of the meeting. 

5.7    Charing Student Council 

a) The SU President shall take the chair of the first meeting of the academic year. There shall be an election for a chairperson and a deputy chairperson at this meeting. 

b) In the event of any situation arising not being covered by meeting regulations then the chairperson shall rule on the procedure to be adopted. Such ruling shall be subject to the approval of Student Council. 

c) In the event of the chair being in conflict or alleged to be in conflict with the item under discussion, the chair should be resigned for the duration of the item under discussion to the deputy chair. 


5.8   Student Council Contents

a) The agenda of meetings shall normally be taken in the following order:

Introduction 
· Welcome from the chair 
· Confirmation of Quoracy 
· Checking the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy 
· Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting 

University and College business: 
· Education issues including sector specific policy or updates

Union business: 
· Reports from the Executive Committee 
· Other reports 
· Executive question time 
· Debates 
· Discussion groups 

Any other business 

b) The members will have the right to table the following items collectively as a consent agenda provided that written reports and minutes are distributed in advance: 
· Checking the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy 
· Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting 
· Reports from the Executive Committee 

c) Any member may request that any item be discussed in full, provided that notice is given in advance of the meeting. 

d) All debates shall be run as follows: 
· the proposer of the debate shall make a speech 

· any changes to the debate will be raised according to clause 5.6d of these regulations 

· the chair will invite a speech against the debate 
· the chair shall balance the number of speeches for and against the debate 
· the chair shall invite any questions and statements relating to the debate 
· the proposer of the debate shall have the right to sum up 
· the vote shall be taken.
    
e)        Changes to the debate shall be run as follows: 
· any changes to the debate will be raised after the proposer has spoken 
· the chair shall invite and take a speech against the changes 

· the chair shall attempt to balance the number of speeches for and against the changes 

· the chair shall leave time for questions and statements before the vote 

· when all changes have been voted upon, the main debate shall be discussed and voted upon. 

5.9 General rules 

a) Every debate shall have a proposer and a seconder. 

b) Any motion may only be withdrawn with the consent of the members. 

c) Debates shall require a simple majority to be decided except where otherwise specified in the constitution. 

d) Emergency debates may only be discussed if they deal with matters that have arisen since the date for submission of debates, and if a two-thirds majority vote for the discussion of this debate. The debate should be submitted in writing to the chair before the start of the meeting. 
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