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U18 Policy: Responsibilities for SU Activities with Under 18 Students 
Hartpury Students' Union (SU) provides representation, guidance, and opportunities for all students at Hartpury University and College, including those under the age of 18 (U18). The SU and its volunteers have a duty of care and responsibility for under 18 students who partake in their activities. 
Responsibilities
The following information sets out the responsibilities towards students under 18 within SU activities:
The SU will:
· Conduct risk assessments to determine whether a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check is required.
· Adhere to the Hartpury Child Protection and Safeguarding policy and procedures and work with the Wellbeing and Safeguarding committee to ensure that relevant policies and procedures are applied.
· Ensure relevant training is given to officers, volunteers, staff etc. on under 18 responsibilities.
SU Reps will:
· Request their parent/carer to complete a U18 Agreement Form before participating in any SU Rep activities. 
The SU Clubs and Societies Committees will:
Membership
· Inform the SU if an U18 student has joined their club or society and keep a record of their membership. 
· Inform the U18 member as to who will receive their details.
· Ensure a U18 membership consent form is sent to the new U18 member and is signed by their parent/carer before they are allowed to participate. 
· Ensure that the club or society’s Code of Practice (where applicable) and the SU Code of Conduct is sent to parents/carers along with all consent forms.
· Ensure that if the club or society participates in regular activity, this will be outlined in their Code of Practice, and the U18 member’s regular attendance will be agreed by the parent/carer at the point of signing the U18 membership consent form. 
· Ensure a copy of the signed U18 membership consent form is received by the SU. 
Activities and Trips
· Ensure an U18 activity consent form is signed by the parent/carer for all offsite or high-risk activities that an U18 member wishes to attend. 
· Ensure a copy of the signed U18 activity consent form is received by the SU. 
· Ensure that an U18 committee member is never solely responsible for running any offsite or high-risk activities. 
· Ensure that risk assessments for trips and activities have been completed. 
· Ensure that U18 members never attend overnight trips. 
· Ensure that where offsite activity takes place, U18 members must be accompanied by a responsible adult with a DBS certificate. This can be an 18+ committee member. 
· Ensure that all Hartpury SU, Hartpury University and College, and national governing body policies and procedures are followed. 
Any club or society found to have U18s participating in activities without the relevant forms will be subject to disciplinary procedures.
U18 students will:
· Disclose that they are U18 when asked, or when joining or signing up to any SU activity. 
· Act responsibly, appropriately and in an adult manner.
· Not take responsibility for running an activity/event.
· Not attend overnight trips.
· Request their parent/carer to complete a SU membership consent form and SU activity consent form before they participate in any offsite or high-risk activity.
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